vm]               " IN DARKEST ENGLAND "                 95

Such was the scheme of William Booth, the first sensible
notion contributed to blundering Parliaments, and remain-
ing to this day the most efficient remedy for the social
problem. It was a scheme, in its essence, of paternal emi-
gration. To William Booth, looking into " the sea of
misery," it was manifest enough that the first thing to do
was to pull out the drowning man; having pulled out the
drowning man, as manifestly the next thing to do was to
restore him to life; and having restored him to life, as
manifestly the next thing to do was to put him where lie
could use that life with no more fear of returning to the sea
of misery. He had travelled through Canada, with what
enthusiasm and dreaming what dreams we have already
seen; his Officers had reported to him from other domin-
ions, and he knew that enormous continents across the sea
lay waiting with domestic rewards for honest labour. To
ship miserable wretches out of congestion, pauperism, and
crime to these distant lands would have been a short-cut
from our own calamitous condition, but it would have been
something more than dangerous for those who went, for
those whom his compassion sought to save. The genius
of his scheme, then, lay in establishing authority, ruling with
equitable laws, and employing in every process government
and discipline " on the principles which have already proved
so effective in the Salvation Army." He would pour forth
saved and restored humanity to virgin lands, but " keeping
hold of them with a strong government." It was this
Booth touch which gave force to his idea, and which at-
tracted at once the enthusiasm and the opposition of the
world.

But before the book was published, and before he found
himself involved in another battle with scepticism and en-
mity, his long and agonizing vigil at the death-bed of
Catherine Booth was brought to an end. For the first time,
and in the greatest struggle of his career, he fought with-
out her love to cheer him and her heroism to inspire him.